REVOLT FROM THE VILLAGE

which with few changes could reach the stage and have a
striking success. In her later books she did not return to the
sweetness of Friendship Village. Preface to a Life (1926) was
a speculative and mystical novel which deserved more notice
than it got, and there were exquisite crisp short stories in
Yellow Gentians and Blue (1927) and Bridal Pond (1930).
The year of Miss Lulu Bett, Poor White, and The An-
thology of Another Town is memorable in the history of
American fiction. It was the year also of Upton Sinclair's
100%, Edith Wharton's Age of Innocence, Floyd Dell's
Moon-Calf, F. Scott Fitzgerald's This Side of Paradise. It
was the year of James Branch Cabell's ironical romance
Figures of Earth and Sinclair Lewis's epoch-marking Main
Street. Whatever differences there were among them, they
had in common a lively critical temper. That temper had been
rising since before the war, and was soon to take a concerted
stand in the acid symposium Civilization in the United States

(1922)  by thirty inquiring Americans. The change in attitude
toward the village was only one symptom of the general
change going on in fiction, and the change in fiction was only
one aspect of a wide-ranging shift in accepted values. The
simple provincialism of the older America no longer met the
needs of the Younger Generation, which had come to think
of the country as dusty and dull. They attacked fundamental-
ism in religion, capitalism in industry, commercialism in edu-
cation, science, and the arts, chauvinism in international
affairs, reactionism in public opinion at large. Most of them
had eagerly read George Bernard Shaw and H. G. Wells.
The Russian revolution seemed to have shaken the world.
Various foreign cultures were held up as examples to back-
ward, standardized America. In particular the native Puritan
strain was called responsible for many modern American de-
fects and faults. Mary Austin in The American Rhythm

(1923)   argued that the Indians had understood America
better, and had adjusted themselves to it better, than the
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